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We’ve turned 12
Feeling absolutely ecstatic thinking of the amazing twelve years that have whizzed past. 

From the baby steps we started out with to the large strides we have managed to make over 
time, every bit of the journey feels surreal and fulfilling. To reflect our celebratory mood, 
this anniversary edition oozes all things over-the-top that starts right from our wrapper. 
Our cover girl Rakul Preet Singh made sure her fun and feisty vibes boosted the OTT factor 
in this edition. As she excitedly filled us in on her personal and professional choices, we 
couldn’t help but be amazed at her firecracker personality.  Check out our pick of the best of 
the best in all our special features made larger than life for this special month.

 Adding to the grandeur this month is the extensive coverage of the 11th edition of our 
JFW Awards (for women achievers) that was held on August 31, 2019. We are still reveling 
in all the positive feedback and adulations that we have been receiving for yet another 
successful edition of the awards. Without much ado from me I shall let you turn the pages 
and check out the action that took place at the grand event and read the inspiring stories of 
the women who were awarded this year. (Do watch our online space for details of the awards 
telecast date soon)

CHEERS!

Happy Anniversary to Us!
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Mailbox
WE'RE LISTENING! 
Keep your feedback coming. Mail in your suggestions 
and feedback to jfw@optionsmediagroup.in

The article on makeup for 
beginners was perfect for me. 
Thanks JFW, definitely got some 
useful pointers from that one. 
- Anu, R., Coimbatore

Very interesting 
collection of products this 
month. Perfect mix of ethnic 
and western. Loved the new 
makeup releases. Can you feature 
nail art sometime?
- Nithya, Kochi

It was like revisiting my 
childhood. Please carry more such 
traditional delicacies. With such varieties,
it's good to show the younger generation
where true flavours come from.
- Meenakshi, Chennai

I have always adored Priya on 
screen. Nice read, JFW.
 - Amaana, Chennai

Must-read for homes struggling to 
convince family members to include 
some greens in their daily diet.
- Suganya T., Chennai 

You made an excellent point in your story 
that patience always prevails. Though 
introducing salads to your child's diet 
may seem like a herculean task, it is not 
impossible. Keep at it and it will pay off.
- Dhanya Shri, Coimbatore

I have noticed that including family 
in the salad making process definitely 
helps. Getting my kids to sort and chop 
veggies for their own bowl gets work 
done and ensures they finish it as well.  
Good one. Keep it coming.
- Rubina, Chennai
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 THE JFW AWARDS 2019 COMPLETED A 
GRAND 11TH EDITION THIS YEAR WITH 
AN EXCEPTIONAL LINE-UP OF WOMEN 
ACHIEVERS WHO WERE FELICITATED 

FOR THEIR SUCCESS IN THEIR 
RESPECTIVE FIELDS. READ ON ABOUT 
HOW THE AWARDS NIGHT WAS ONE 

OF THE MOST MEMORABLE EVENINGS 
CELEBRATING THE SPIRIT OF SUCCESS!

CELEBRATING THE
#SPIRITOFSUCCESS!
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T
he 11th edition of JFW 
Awards that took place this 
year on August 31st was 
yet another spectacular 
success featuring amazing 

women who were feilcitated with awards of 
excellence in their respective fields. Age was 
no barrier this year. Women like Thimmakka 
and Vyjayanthimala won awards and this 
only goes to prove the valor they hold on 
to despite all the obstacles they face as a 
result of age. Young women like Rashmika 
and Nikhat are marching strongly towards 
a path and their confidence has only been 
unbreakable till date. As JFW enters the  
12th year, the evening saw women from  
all walks of life being honoured for  
breaking the glass ceiling.

The JFW Awards, which took place on 
August 31st, 2019,  was initiated in 2008 to 
celebrate the spirit of success of women 
from different categories such as cinema, 
public service, social activities, sports, 
and more! The evening wore a starry 
welcome at the entrance of the grand Sir 
Mutha Venkata Subba Rao Concert Hall, 
with music reverberating from all its corners.

THE SHOW WAS HOSTED BY THE 
DUO BHAVNA BALAKRISHNAN AND  
MA KA PA ANAND. THEY LIT UP THE 
ATMOSPHERE WITH THEIR WIT  
AND HUMOUR.  THEIR QUESTIONS 
WERE VERY ENGAGING AND THEY 
MADE EVERY INTERACTION WITH 
THE AWARDEE AND PRESENTER  
VERY INTRIGUING.

Bhavana is seen dazzling with diamonds from VBJ

I’M VERY HAPPY TO RECEIVE THE JFW AWARD. 
EVERYTHING IS GOD'S GRACE. EVERYONE HAS GOT 

A PURPOSE TO BE BORN INTO THIS WORLD. MINE IS TO SAVE 
THE NATURE & NURTURE IT - SAALUMARADA THIMMAKKA
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South Cinema’s evergreen 
actress and golden diva of the 
90s and 2000s, Simran was 
awarded the Excellence in 
Cinema by director Siruthai 
Siva and Mr. Jithendra, 
Managing Partner, VBJ. 
Rashmika Mandanna was 
given the Sensation of South 
Cinema award by actor  
and music director  
GV Prakash and Mr Preetam 
Patnaik, Head of Marketing, 
Continental Xtra Coffee. 
The living legend of Indian 
cinema who ruled for years 
as an actor and as a dancer, 
Dr Vyjayanthimala Bali was 
awarded with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award by none 
other than the legendary 
Ulaganayagan Kamal Haasan 
himself. It was a moment  
to cherish.

Chinna Kuyil Chithra was 
awarded the Excellence in 
Music Award by actress 
Ambika.  23-year-old 
Nikhat Zareen was awarded 
the Excellence in Sports 
Award by actress Rohini 
and Mr Bharath Nehru, 
regional manager, TTK 
Prestige Limited. Awed by 
Nikhat's achievement, Rohini 
expressed her respect for 
the young achiever. A world 

renowned environmentalist at 
the age of 107, Saalumarada 
Thimmakka was awarded 
Excellence in Social Service 
which was presented by actor 
Vivek and Ms Manimekalai 
Mohan, Managing trustee of 
SSVM Institutions. Fire officer 
Meenakshi Vijayakumar was 
awarded for Excellence in 
Public Service by actress 
Rohini and Ms. Sai Chithra, 
Chief Portal and Mobile 
officer, Tamil Matrimony. 

Her rescue operation stories 
left the audience speechless. 
Padmashri awardee and 
dancer Narthaki Nataraj was 
awarded for her Excellence 
in Performing Arts and it 
was presented by director and 
actor Parthiban.  

Veteran athlete and 73-year-
old Mana Anandavel was 
presented with the Special 
Recognition in Sports Award 
presented to her by Bigg Boss 
fame actor Arav.Aw

ar
de

es
THE BOSS OF OUR HOUSE IS MY 
MOTHER, EVEN MY FATHER AGREES 

TO IT. IT WAS NOT SOMETHING THAT WAS 
CLAIMED OR ASKED FOR, IT WAS EARNED 
BY HER. JUST LIKE HER THERE ARE SO MANY 
WOMEN LEADERS IN THIS WORLD
- KAMAL HASSAN
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A WOMAN IS VERY POWERFUL, VERY GRACEFUL AND OFCOURSE A MULTITASKER. SHE NOT 
ONLY HANDLES HER DUTIES AT HOME, BUT ALSO AT WORK. I AM PROUD TO BE A WOMAN. 

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THIS AWARD. - SIMRAN BAGGA
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The highlight of the 
evening, apart from the 
women we celebrated, was the 
performances. Dance, music, 
and lively banter, the stage was 
set to excite the audience like 
never before. 

An energetic dance 
performance by Bigg Boss 
fame Abhirami Venkatachalam 
set the stage on fire. The 
Nerkonda Paarvai actress 
grooved to the tunes of songs 
like Hayati and Singapenney 
with her mélange of props and 
beats! The performance was 
choreographed by John Britto’s 
dance company. The evening 
wouldn’t have been complete 
without a music performance, 
so singer Ranjith along with 
Aalap Raju’s band enthralled 
the audience with their soulful 
music, singing their rendition 
of popular numbers from 
Kollywood. Having completed 
twelve years, the evening was 
a night to remember indeed. 
JFW extends its heartfelt 
gratitude to all the sponsors 
who made this a night to 
remember and the amazing 
awardees who have set the  
bar high for other women. 
Watch the awards night on 
Star Vijay TV.

En
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rta
in
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t

26 | JFW | SEPTEMBER 2019



SEPTEMBER 2019 | JFW | 27  

As twilight descended, 
the guests of the night 
– filmmakers, dancers, 
entrepreneurs, musicians, 
actors, and many more – 
sashayed down the red carpet 
and offered their support 
to celebrating women and 
their achievements. Some 
of the guests were director 
Siruthai Siva, actor Parthiban, 
Ulaganayagan Kamal Haasan, 
music composer and actor 
GV Prakash, actor Vivek, and 
yesteryear actress Ambika, to 
name a few.  

TITLE SPONSOR

DIGITAL PARTNER HOSPITALITY PARTNER RADIO PARTNER

CO-PRESENTED BY ASSOCIATE SPONSORS

SEPTEMBER 2019 | JFW | 27  

Sujit Kumar and Bina Sujit Arav Director Siruthai Siva Actor Vivek

Mr Mohandoss &  
Dr Manimekalai Mohan

Mr Jithendra Vummidi  
and Mrs Chitash Vummidi

Mr.Bharath Nehru,  
Mr.Vetrivel Murugan Dr. Prithika Chari

Actor Director Parthiban
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FASHION | Trend Alert

This season, there is nothing too big, too 
small, or too ironic for fashion. The classic 
hoops have gotten bigger, tiny sunglasses 

are now larger-than-life shades, XL is 
the new S and we are loving it. With 

Valentino’s lashes, Gucci’s Mickey bag, and 
Jacquemus La Bomba's straw hat, it’s time 
we join this parade. Here are some of our 

favourite statement over-the-top accessories 
from the past to the present. 

#OTT!  

Gorgona 
leather booties 
by Christian 
Louboutin

Crazy for Sicily 
sunglasses by 

Dolce and 
Gabbana

Mega diamond 
ears headband 

by Piers 
Atkinson

Le petit 
chiquito by 

Jacquemus

Mesh hashtag tote 
bag by Dolce and 

Gabbana

Le chapeau 
bombao by 
Jacquemus

Mickey 
Mouse bag 
by Gucci

Embellished 
satin headband 

by PradaEmbellished 
skull clutch by 
Manish Arora

Cella earrings 
by Amrapali x 
Manish Arora

O Sister wedges 
by Christian 
Louboutin

Chiara by 
Sophia 

Webster
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Strawberry with Moon



30 | JFW | SEPTEMBER 2019

FASHION | Look Book

It’s Flash-un! 
In the age of liberal maximalism, we are now embracing broad and big ideas, in politics, society, and people.  
In the mix, fashion is making its own BIG statements as well.  By Sruthi Ravinder.

F
ashion in 
its most 
liberating 
form is free, 
fun, funky 

and flamboyant. While 
this side of the industry 
was once exposed only to 
the esoteric, there are a 
few who never shy away 
from being over the top! 
And since the ‘today’ 
celebrates all things big 
and bold, here is a round-
up of our favourite big 
timers who make the most 
outrageously beautiful 
statement not just in 
runways but also in life! 
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TOMO KOIZUMI

Fairy-Tale Proportions
One of the most sensational 
designers of NYFW this year, 
Tokyo-based Tomo Koizumi 
rode to fame in one day with 
his début collection that 
skyrocketed his Instagram 
from 2000 followers to over 
24k followers in two days. 
Tomo was spotted by Katie 
Grand, a celebrity stylist, who 
impressed by his collection, 
immediately arranged for him 
to showcase it at the Marc 
Jacobs’s Madison Avenue 
store. The show had top 
names like Bella Hadid and 
Rowan Blanchard walk down 

the staircase wearing rainbow 
confectioner-like dresses that 
dropped jaws. At first glance, 
the collection might be 
something that you’ll roll your 
eyes at with a “who’d wear 
that” but it takes an artist  
to look at art. 

THAT'S TRUE! Koizumi uses 
over 400 colours of Japanese 
organza, making the ruffles 
first and then machine-
sewing the ruffles together to 
create a garment. The average 
piece of fabric used ranges 
from 50 to 200 meters!

SOPHIA WEBSTER

Shoe-ting Star 
 “Give a girl the right pair of 
shoes and she can fly,” and 
for shoes with wings head 
to Sophia Webster. This 
feet-fairytale designer is 
relatively new, but flew 
to popularity with her 
feminine, fancy and fanatical 
design. Browse through 
her candy-land webpage 
to find rainbow sneakers, 
embellished PVC slip-on, Fur 

stilettos, snakeskin boots and 
occasionally all of it in one 
masterpiece. This young shoe 
designer has won the hearts 
of many with her playful 
sense of foot couture. 

THAT'S TRUE! With almost 
one million global fans on 
Instagram, Sophia Webster is 
most known for her butterfly 
winged Chiara heels. 

Fly-Bi 
Sneakers

Rainbow
Wedges

Rainbow
Wedges

Micah 
Sandals

Fall Ready-to-Wear Collection '19



SABYASACHI

Grandmaster of 
Mega-Wedding 
Extravaganzas

What does it take to be a 
Sabyasachi bride? 3,720 man-
hours and 110 embroiderers (at 
least that’s how long it took to 
make Priyanka Chopra’s ravishing 
red wedding lehenga). When 
there is an OTT lavish wedding, 
there is a lavish wardrobe and 
who better to turn to than India’s 
dream couturier Sabyasachi. A 
Sabyasachi wedding gown is like 
an heirloom; trousseaus that one 
will keep forever or pass down to 
their children.

THAT'S TRUE! Indian high-
profile wedding, including 
those of Isha Ambani-Anand 
Piramal, Anushka Sharma-Virat 
Kohli, Asin-Rahul Sharma and 
of course, the iconic DeepVeer,  
Sabyasachi’s lehengas weave into 
couture emotions. 

VIKTOR & ROLF

Message 
Received!  

No one could have missed the 
meme couture that filled our 
Instagram feeds with models 
wearing giant gowns that read 
slogans like ‘Give a Damn,’ ‘NO, 
trust me I’m a liar,’ and so on, 
striding along the runway. With 
whimsical dresses that take 
a weird and wonderful twist 
on fashion, Viktor & Rolf is a 
fashion house which specialises in 
creating conceptual and avant-
garde designs. 

THAT'S TRUE! While the 
designer house is used to making 
political statements in their 
sartorial choices, this year saw the 
loudest of them. 

CELEB SPOTTING

Priyanka Chopra

Anushka SharmaSpring Collection '19

Spring Couture Collection '19
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MANISH ARORA

Shades of Wow!
Forget the runways and couture, 
Manish Arora as a person will 
easily be the quirkiest and 
most colourful presence to be 
spotted in a crowd. His colour 
palette is completely in sync 
with the vibrancy of India. The 
explosion of hues in each garment 
from neon green to pink to pastel 
blue all combined in one jacket 
or shirt, Manish has been taking 
on OTT way before it became 
cool. His collections have always 
represented his love for all things 
extravagant and bright.

THAT'S TRUE! His iconic 
3D dress “The Circus” which 
resembles a carousel was featured 
in this year’s MET Museum NYC 
exhibition. 

Manish Arora Fall Ready-to-Wear Collection '19

Manish Arora Spring Summer '19

Rainbow 
Striped  

Tank Top

Butterfly 
Print Top

Geometric 
Patterned 

Shorts

Multicolor 70mm 
Happiness Leather 
High Top Sneakers

Leopurr Faux 
Leather Hand Bag

Hand 
Embroidered 

Love Bag
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GIAMBATTISTA VALLI

Rules of Ruffles 
If you are still reminiscing over 
Deepika Padukone’s Cannes 
look where she took the red 
carpet through a train gown and 
layers of neon, you have designer 
Giambattista Valli to thank. Valli 
has always celebrated femininity 
through tulles and larger-than-
life silhouettes. An Italian-French 
fashion designer, Giambattista 
Valli’s love for impossibly 
gorgeous gowns is a constant. 

THAT'S TRUE! While most of the 
time he plays low with prints, the 
designer embraces OTT with his 
supersize volumes that create just 
the right amount of drama.  

Giambattista Valli Fall Couture '19

Ruffled Silk-
Chiffon Mini 

Dress

CELEB SPOTTING

Jennifer Lopez

Deepika Padukone

Lace-Trimmed 
Silk Crepe De 
Chine Gown
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JUDITH LEIBER

Monarch of 
Minaudière

Turn to Oscars, The Mets, 
or any red carpet event to 
easily spot a Judith Leiber 
handbag. This jeweled 
minaudière is favoured by the 
famous and the fashionable 
and is a celebrity must-have 
from the Kardashians to the 
Kapoors. Judith Leiber was a 
Hungarian-American fashion 
designer and businesswoman 
who had been designing 
handbags for more than 56 
years. With thousands of 
crystals embellished, the bags 
take shapes of everything 
from a kitty, puppies, candy 
dispenser, cupcakes, fries, 
burger, soda cans, lipsticks, 
and even a Cinderella carriage. 

THAT'S TRUE! What is more 
extravagant than their designs 
is their price tag. A small 
pillbox hardly the size of your 
palm will cost you at least four 
to five lakhs. 

GAURAV GUPTA

Geometric Grace
Surrealism is not a new term 
in fashion. Taking inspiration 
from modern art, high fashion 
can take on a whole other 
dimension; Gaurav Gupta’s 
collection is a perfect example. 
With geometric precision 
and sculpting techniques, 
Gaurav Gupta’s clothes are 
always out of this world. 
Whether it’s by switching 
fabrics like georgettes, tulles, 
silks, neoprenes or velvets, 
to pushing the boundaries of 

sculpted womenswear and 
progressive menswear, GG 
has always identified himself 
more as a surreal artist than a 
designer. 

THAT'S TRUE! The Lakmé 
Fashion Week Summer/Resort 
this year had show opener 
Tabu wearing a resplendent 
looking powder blue gown 
that had intricate chikankari 
detailing that bought just the 
right amount of glamour.  

CELEB SPOTTING

Alia Bhatt

Gaurav Gupta at Lakmé Fashion 
Week Summer/Resort '19

Hailee Steinfeld

Fatima Sana Shaikh

Pepperoni 
Pizza Crystal-
Embellished 

Clutch

Pinkie Lipstick 
Crystal Clutch

French Fries 
Rainbow 

Clutch Rose Apricot 
Crystal 
Clutch
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Manish Arora at 

Paris Fashion Week 

Fall/Winter '19

BEAUTY | Vanity Case

DARE  TO GO BOLD!
Brush aside those ‘Less is More’ ,‘I Woke Up Like This’ ,‘No-Makeup’ makeup mantras. Now it's all about 

unapologetic glamour; highlighting a single feature in the most dramatic way possible. Ditch the subtlety 
of nudes and take inspiration from these runway looks. Go on girl, be your high-maintenance self!

Baeside vivid 
liquid eyeliner by 

Fenty Beauty

Amazonian 
clay 12-hour 
highlighter 

by Tarte

Liquid lip velvet 
– dark rosewood  

by Burberry

Longwear 
intense cream 

eyeliner by 
Chanel

L'absolu lacquer 
gloss by 

Lancôme

Highliner gel 
eye crayon 
eyeliner by 

Marc Jacobs

Loose glitter 
by Anastasia 
Beverly Hills

Audacious lipstick 
in Claudia by 

NARS

Lupita Nyong'o 

at Met Gala '19

James Kaliardos 

for Rodarte Fall/

Winter '19

Carolina Herrera Autumn/Winter '19

Star lit glitters 
by Make Up 

For Ever

Valentino Spring 
'19 Couture

Pure color envy 
lash mascara by  
Estēe Lauder



BEAUTY | Grooming

If nudes and neutrals feel monotonous to you, here’s a wave of colour to indulge in! Time to get 
popping with daring neons and mysteriously dark tones. Think Rihanna’s bold blue makeup, Kendall 
Jenner’s green eyeliner, and Aishwarya Rai Bachan’s purple lipstick and you might see where we’re 

headed with this.  Sruthi Ravinder shows you how to slay the season’s boldest makeup. 

5 BEAUTY INVESTMENTS YOU’LL NEVER REGRET

Wild &
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Trade that tinted lip balm 
or basic brown for a wicked 
purple, bubblegum pink, 
bold corals, summer peaches 
or even cobalt. Although a 
deep red shade may come 
to mind when you think 
of a statement lip, much 
brighter colours are in store 
for 2019.  So don’t lock away 
your bright shades during 
the daytime. When paired 
with bold brows, mascara for 
lush lashes, a poppy shade 
can look nonchalant and 
effortless for daytime. If it 
is for work do not wear any 
other makeup, keep away 
from blush and eye makeup 
to balance out your lip shade. 
If you’re looking to test the 
waters on the stormy side, 
here are our tips for you:

Dramatic  
Pouts

NAILING THE 
CRYSTAL 
CHARM
 OTT NAILS

The crystal nail has made 
its glamorous entry into 

the nail game, and it’s not 
as exclusive and high-

budgeted as it looks. You 
can source tiny crystals 
from local craft stores 
or nail art stores. Use 

nail glue for fixing them; 
transparent nail enamel is 
also a perfect alternative. 
Just pick up a nail brush 

and go Rembrandt on 
those nailbeds!

Who would have missed Elle 
Fanning's Met Gala manicure? 
The actress took pretty nails up 
a few notches, attaching charms 
to each of her pink tips. While 
these may be a little too à la 

mode, a more practical version 
can always be adapted. 

Pair your bold lips with  
bold brows! 

Let your lips do the 
talking. Lip art by makeup 

artist Vlada Haggerty.

Try matching your 
lip colour with your 

outfit, be it baby pink, violet 
or even black.

Highlight your lips, 
pull your hair back 

into an easy ponytail. With 
funky lipstick, confidence is 
key; keep your head high and 
work that attitude! 

Always do a smile 
check to make sure 

your shades haven’t stained 
your teeth. 

Keep cheeks and 
eyes bare (NO 

smokey eyes, you do not 
want to look like one of 
Johnny Depp’s eccentric 
characters).

Use a translucent 
powder lip liner 

to keep your bold shade 
within the boundaries of 
your lips.

4.

5.

1.

2.

3.
BUY: Fenty Beauty 
Poutsicle Juicy Satin 
Lipstick Purpsicle

Vlada Haggerty
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BUY: Glossier 
Biodegradable Glitter 

Twinning is winning. 
Choose two 

contrasting hues to 
create a two-toned 
wing that’ll amp up 
your regular outfit. 
Why not try this 
combination with 
pastels, silver-gold  

and or a monochrome 
black and white? 

THE SEASON’S 
HOTTEST 

HIGHLIGHTS: 
HOLOGRAPHIC
TO METALLIC

Time to ditch your subtle 
highlights; your cheeks, 

and jaw lines deserve out-
of-this-world, holographic 
highlighters. A perfect way 

to switch up your beauty 
look, these shining shades 
shift colours in the light 

from looking blue to 
purple when the sunshine 

hits your face. You can 
apply a gentle sheen or 
go all out and shine like 
a diamond. You can also 
try metallic highlighters. 

You’ll never feel more luxe 
than when you’re rocking 
rose gold on your cheeks.

BUY: L’Oréal Paris 
Infallible Galaxy Stick

Bright eyeliner and vibrant 
mascara are 2019’s biggest 
beauty trends. Your baby steps 
to bold eyes start with neon. 
Use this to create endless looks, 
from your classic cat-eyes to the 
seductive smokey eye. You can 
also use neon or pastel eyeliners 
to touch-up only the ends of your 
eyes to add a pop of colour. 

Glitter eyeshadow can be 
your new best friend to 
help you achieve the look of 
the season. Here are three 
favourite styles to steal:

Eyetalk

High Shine 
& Glitter

Daytime: ‘Barely there’ glitter 
eye is the perfect daytime 

shimmer. It makes for an on-
point gentle glow. 

Evening cocktail: Hologram 
eyes can be created with 
a silver glitter eye shadow 

palette. When the light hits 
silver glitter, its iridescence will 

instantly brighten your eyes. 

For the night: A gold glitter 
palette is also a worthy 

investment. It looks great 
layered on top of any colour of 
eyeshadow and makes for the 

perfect glam combo.  

Not new on the block. Glitter 
saw its rise in in the early 90s’ 
and 2000s, and has now been 

ushered back by all the greatest 
runways from Oscar de la Renta 

to Prada to Elie Saab this fall. 
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T
here is always a lot of 
demand for good skincare 
products when it comes 
to Namma Chennai and 
Jiore is the latest to join 

the list. This skincare brand has become 
popular in the city and is easily the talk of 
the town today when it comes to skincare. 

However, Jiore has already been the 
loved brand all across India for a while 
now. With Jiore gaining momentum, the 
team kick-started its first service studio 
in Velacheri. The services provided only 
went on to prove their mettle yet again in 
the field of skincare. The best part about 

Jiore,  
The Joy of  
Skincare 
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ADVERTISER'S FEATURE

WITH ITS EXCLUSIVE PACKS AND CURATED PRODUCTS, THIS FACIAL  
HAS SURPASSED ALL THE GOOD FACIAL SERVICES IN THE CITY TO BE 
EVERY CUSTOMER’S PREFERRED FACIAL SERVICE EVER! 

nourishment to skin and hair. Jiore’s 
skincare services include Micro-needling, 
light therapy, aqua gold facial, 24k gold 
facial, de-tan facial to name a few. 

The hair care services include hair 
detox, high-frequency +RD, hair growth 
treatment among others.Jiore’s exclusive 
products at affordable prices make them 
one of the most wanted brands online. The 
customers have had some raving reviews 
towards Jiore. One condition the brand 
will never amend on would be the quality 
of the product. With this buzz, Jiore has 
successfully launched yet another skincare 
studio at T Nagar.  
Jiore has and will remain to be a part  
of one of Chennai’s favourite skincare 
centers there is.

Jiore is that their quality is par excellence. 
They are customised based on every 
individual’s skin-type with prices one could 
easily afford. 

Jiore has always believed that it is their 
sole responsibility to give only the best 
to its customers. Over time, Jiore has 
established itself to be a mastermind in 
the field of skincare and one of the factors 
influencing its success is the timely delivery 
of products. 

Jiore’s famous Aqua Golden facial 
treatment has simply gained the confidence 
of their already regular customers. With 
its exclusive packs and curated products, 
this facial has surpassed all the good facial 
services in the city to be every customer’s 
preferred facial service ever! The new 
Aqua gold facial with new technology is the 
trend around the world today. Hollywood’s 
reality show star Kim Kardashian West 
has suggested this to be one of the 
most efficient skincare routines today 
which Jiore does with utmost expertise. 
This treatment provides a long-lasting 



SPECIALS

TIME AND AGAIN, WOMEN HAVE PROVED THAT THEY ARE BORN 
EMPOWERED AND READY TO CONQUER THE WORLD. 

A glorious night and a well-lit stage added to the felicitation of the real rock stars of the world 
of women. Nine women from different walks of life received awards of excellence in their field 
of expertise. It was a grand Awards night but the spotlighted women of the evening made it 
more special. Here’s a look at all our women Achievers for the night and the feat in their field.

OF THE 
NIGHT!

Stars
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Born in Nizamabad of Telangana, 
Nikhat entered this sport thanks to her 
father. Initially trained by him, she was 
later mentored by IV Rao, and then 
initiated into the Sports Authority of 
India in Vishakhapatnam. In 2010, she 
earned her first title as ‘Golden Best Boxer’ 
at a national tournament in Erode. The 
following year, she claimed the gold medal 
at the AIBA Women’s Junior & Youth 
World Boxing Championship in Turkey. 
Her climb remained undeterred as she 
next brought home the silver medal from 
the Youth World Boxing Championship 
at Bulgaria in 2014, the same year that 
she also won gold at the Nations Cup 
International Boxing Tournament in 
Serbia. She recently won a silver medal  
at the Thailand Open Boxing tournament 
in Bangkok last month, with a  
fierce 5-0 score.

To commend her inner fire to prove 
herself JFW presents to Nikhat the award 
for Special Recognition in Sports.  

EXCELLENCE IN SPORTS

The Young Fighter
NIKHAT ZAREEN

At only 23, Nikhat Zareen, is already 
a dominant force inside the boxing ring 
and a strong role model outside. 

I WAS SO HAPPY WHEN I WON MY 1ST NATIONAL 
GOLD MEDAL. I BELIEVE THAT WHEN YOU HAVE A  
DREAM, YOU ALSO HAVE THE ABILITY TO MAKE IT  
INTO A REALITY. SO THAT’S WHEN I LEARNED TO JUST  
BELIEVE IN MYSELF AND WORK HARD.
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION (SPORTS)

Age Is Just A Number
MANA ANANDAVEL

Since 2008, she has always won a 
medal from every event she participated 
in. At the international level her 
achievements include the first place in 
the 400m hurdles at the Asian Masters 
Athletic Championship in 2008, again a 
gold at the AMA in shot put and hammer 
throw in 2012,  a gold in hammer throw 
in 2016 and many more. Within the 
country too, she has claimed coveted 
victory spots including gold in shot 
put and silver in hammer throw at the 
National Masters Athletic Federation 
in 2012. She retained these positions 
the following year as well in the next 
edition. At the 37th and 38th National 
Masters Athletics Championship, she 
again struck gold with shot put and 
hammer throw, while maintaining a 
silver in discus throw. To this day, at 
73 years of age, Mana keeps fit with 
her regular hours of severe workouts 
and a motivated mind. She has always 
remained on target, pushing herself to 
achieve more, no matter the odds.

To this goal-oriented master 
champion, JFW is proud to award the 
Special Recognition for Veteran Sports. 

No hurdle is too big for this Queen of 
the Tracks. Mana Anandvel was all of 46 
when she stepped into the sports arena, 
but has never taken her eyes off the finish 
line since then.

TODAY IF I AM HOLDING THIS TROPHY AT THE 
AGE OF 73, IT IS BECAUSE OF MY SUPPORTIVE FAMILY 
ESPECIALLY MY SON. I LOST MY 32-YEAR-OLD AND 
THAT MOTIVATED ME TO DO WHAT HE HAD ALWAYS 
ASKED ME TO PURSUE - A GOLD MEDAL IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP. I WILL WORK HARD 
EVERY DAY TO ACHIEVE MY GOLD FOR MY BOY.
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Born into a life of financial difficulties, 
Thimmakka has faced all kinds of 
struggles at quite a tender age. Post 
her marriage she chose to channel her 
maternal nurturing by bringing plants 
to life all along the 4-kilometer-stretch 
from her village Hulikal to Kudoor. Along 
with her husband, she watered, fenced 
and fostered each of the 8000 of them, 
watching them grow from seeds into trees, 
earning her the name ‘Vriksha Mathe’ 
meaning ‘Mother of Trees’. Thimmakka, 
recipient of the Padma Shri, has found 
purpose in uplifting the world around 
her though her resolve and selflessness. 
Recognition has also followed her in 
the form of over 50 laurels, including 
the National Citizen Award in 1965 
and the National Indira Priyadarshini 

Vrikshamitra Award in 1997 by the 
government, the CMSB National Award, 
and the Green India Puraskar. She has 
also been recognised internationally by 
the BBC which listed her among the Most 
Influential & Inspirational Women of the 
World in 2016.

For inspiring many generations 
through her own little green revolution, 
and for relentlessly serving the future 
environment, JFW salutes her with the 
Excellence in Social Service Award. 

EXCELLENCE IN SOCIAL SERVICE 

The Unbreakable Vow With Nature
SAALUMARADA THIMMAKKA

At 106 years of age today, 
Saalumarada Thimmakka may not seem 
like she is built for hard labour, but her 
hands and her determination are solely 
responsible for making her part of the 
country significantly greener.

UNFORTUNATELY, I COULD NOT HAVE CHILDREN 
OF MY OWN. SO I DECIDED THAT EVERY TREE I PLANT IS A 
CHILD OF MY OWN. ME AND MY HUSBAND USED TO TRAVEL 
IN A CYCLE WITH FOUR BUCKETS OF WATER TO NURTURE 
THE SEEDS THAT I PLANTED ALONG THE 4 KM STRETCH.
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The first Indian woman to join the fire 
service department, she began her stint 
as Divisional Fire Officer for 6 years in 
Chennai, with over 400 fire and rescue 
calls to her credit. Working shoulder to 
shoulder with men in difficult terrains, 
massive fires, risky buildings, and 
natural disasters, Meenakshi was soon 
recognised for her successful rescue 
operations. She was honoured with 
the President’s Fire Service Medal for 
Gallantry in 2013, and the Anna Medal 
by the Government of Tamil Nadu in 
2017, the foremost among many more 
merits she has earned. She continues to 
inspire youth by training more than 30 
batches of fire officers across the country 
and delivering motivational talks among 

young women. Meenakshi has also left 
her mark in the sporting world of the 
Fire Department, claiming gold in shot 
put at the World Fire Fighters Games in 
South Korea and in tennis in Australia 
and many more similar events, becoming 
the first woman fire officer to win medals 
for India.

Meenakshi’s daring attitude and 
dedication to her country make us proud 
to salute her with the JFW Award for 
Excellence in Public Service.

EXCELLENCE IN PUBLIC SERVICE

A Woman Of Strength And Valor
MEENAKSHI VIJAYAKUMAR

Meenakshi Vijaykumar wears her 
police uniform with pride and purpose. 
Coming from a lineage of family 
members in administrative roles, public 
service is nothing new for her. 

MY MOST MEMORABLE INCIDENT, SOMETHING 
THAT I  CANNOT FORGET WAS WHEN I RESCUED 
A MOTHER AND HER SON  FROM A COLLAPSED 
BUILDING AFTER SIX HOURS OF  RESCUE 
OPERATIONS. IT WAS ONE AMONG MY SIGNIFICANT 
RECUSES AND I WAS AWARDED THE PRESIDENT'S 
MEDAL OF GALLANTRY FOR THIS EFFORT.
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Her art blossomed while she was still 
a child, performing in front of the Pope 
at the age of 5. Ever since then, her stage 
presence has been celebrated on many 
prominent forums – the General  
Assembly at the United Nations, and 
several international operas. Today, she  
is the founder of her institute Natyalaya 
and creator of famous dance-dramas.  
Her extensive work has helped revive  
older dance and music forms like Sooladi 
and Melaprapti.

She officially began her career as a 
movie star with AVM’s ‘Vaazhkai’ in 
Tamil in 1949, which soon led her on 
the path to becoming one of the most 
charismatic  leading ladies of her time, in 
several languages. Her roles in Vanjikottai 
Vaalibhan, Missiamma, Thaen Nilavu, 
Nagin, Ganga Jamuna, Jewel Thief, 
Sangam, are some of her memorable ones.  
A woman of varied skill and experience, 
Vyjayanthimala went on to serve 
consecutive terms in 1984 and 1989 at the 
Lok Sabha, where she used her influence 
for social good. Given her achievements 
in diverse realms, Vyjayanthi has been 
honoured significantly by international 
and national panels: she is a Padma Shri 
awardee, as well as the recipient of the 
State Artist Award by the Government of 
Tamil Nadu, Lifetime Achievement Awards 
at film festivals worldwide, ‘Woman of the 
Year 2008’ title representing India at the 
American Biographical Institute among a 
host of other laurels.

For her unmatched legacy in the worlds 
of art, cultural heritage, social welfare 
and many other realms, JFW presents 
Vyjayanthimala the Lifetime Achievement 
Award 2019. 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

The Journey Through Triumph
VYJAYANTHIMALA BALI

Veteran actress, classical dancer, singer, 
choreographer and parliamentarian – 
this is Vyjayanthimala, South India’s 
artistic pride.
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Her first film ‘Kirik Party’ in 2016, 
was an instant commercial success 
and earned her the South Indian 
International Movie Award for Best 
Debut Actress. And with consecutive hits 
after that like ‘Anjani Putra’, ‘Chamak’ 
and ‘Bangalore Mirror’, she became 
the poster girl of flirtatious and feisty 
characters. She followed this with the 
superhit release ‘Chalo’, her debut in 
Telugu cinema, which thrived at the box 
office; her comedic timing was heavily 
applauded in reviews. Her next massive 
success was ‘Geetha Govindam’ – a 
major crowd-puller which launched 
many trends in the south, including the 
social media re-enactment of the famous 
‘Inkem Inkem Kaavale’ song. Earlier this 
year, she rocked the box office with her 
Kannada film ‘Yajamana’, and has also 
announced an upcoming debut in  
Tamil cinema.

For perfectly balancing elegance 
with glamour in her performances and 
for becoming the latest silver-screen 
dreamgirl in the south, JFW is excited to 
recognise Rashmika with the Award for 
Sensation of the Year. 

SENSATION OF THE YEAR

The Future Of Cinema
RASHMIKA MANDANNA

She may be called the ‘Karnataka 
Crush’, but Rashmika has the hearts of 
the entire South Indian cinema today. 



SEPTEMBER 2019 | JFW | 59  

prominent leading lady, taking on mega-
successes like ‘Natpukaaga’ and ‘Aval 
Varuvala’, as a skilled star.

The dance floor of South Indian 
cinema was never complete without her 
either. Simran is one of the few actresses 
celebrated as a dance icon for effortlessly 
matching her steps with dance legends. 
In 1999, she received the Tamil Nadu 
State Award for Best Actress for her 
role as the blind-but-spirited Rukmani 
in ‘Thulladha Manamum Thullum’. 
The same year, she also took home 
many more laurels for her role as the 
demure Priya in Vaali, one among her 
outstanding performances. She surprised 
audiences with her character of a jealous 
lover in ‘Parthen Rasithen’.

She then went on to play a career 
highlight role of an adoptive mother 
in Mani Rathnam’s ‘Kannathil 
Mutthamittal’; the film was nationally 
recognised and Simran’s act was 
appreciated; she followed this with the 
entertaining 'Panchathanthiram' later 

that year. Her Malini Krishnan in 
'Vaaranam Aayiram' was yet another 
unforgettable character. She is 
particularly recognised for the diverse 
range of characters she brought to life 
– independent young lady, loving wife, 
comical doctor, doting mother,  
menacing antagonist – each with a 
unique energy. Besides Tamil, her work 
extends to Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada 
and Hindi cinema as well, and her 
performance in ‘Kalisundam Raa’ in 
Telugu is especially acclaimed. After a 
hiatus, her most noted comeback was 
in the box office succes ‘Pettai’ this year, 
and in the cards is her next awaited film 
‘Rocketry’, where she will appear as the 
wife of an aerospace engineer.

For her phenomenal reign as a major 
league actress, we raise a glass to Simran, 
winner of the JFW Award for Excellence 
in Cinema. 

EXCELLENCE IN CINEMA

Cinema - One True Love
SIMRAN

The Golden girl of the 90s and 2000s 
in South Indian cinema, Simran marked 
the spotlight even as a debutante with 
her magnetic performances in ‘Once 
More’ and ‘VIP’. These films put her in 
excellent standing, making room for 
more immediate hits like ‘Nerukku Ner’ 
and ‘Poochudava’. 

In an era when actresses had limited 
scope, Simran established herself as a 

IF TODAY, I AM SUCCESSFUL, REMEMBERED FOR 
MY ROLES AND HAVE RECEIVED ALL THE SUPPORT IN 
THE WORLD UP UNTIL MY RECENT FILM PETTA, IT IS 
ALL BECAUSE OF MY FANS. THEY HAVE LOVED ME, THEY 
HAVE CHERISHED MY VERSATILITY AND THEY HAVE 
SUPPORTED ME THROUGHOUT. I WILL ALWAYS BE ON 
TOP OF MY GAME AS LONG AS I HAVE THEIR LOVE.
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She was officially ushered into the film 
music world by M G Radhakrishnan in 
1979 in Malayalam cinema. Her vocal 
strength soon carried her into all realms 
of all South Indian languages, and later 
Hindi cinema as well, delivering super 
hits with all her renditions. ‘Chinna 
Kuyil Paadum’ from Poove Poochudava 
and ‘Paadariyen Padipariyen’ from 
Sindhu Bhairavi, which are timeless 
classics in Tamil cinema, owe their 
melody to her soothing voice. Similarly, 
her songs ‘Manjal Prasadavum’ from 
Nakhakshathangal in Malayalam, 
‘Araluva Hoovugale’ from My Autograph 
in Kannada, and ‘Ninnu Kori’ from 
Gharshana in Telugu are also some of her 
other enduring successes. 

The National Film Award for Best 
Female Playback Singer and the Kerala 
State Film Award for Best Singer were 
among the first of many other prestigious 
accolades to recognise her exceptional 
talent. She was also recognised by all 
4 state governments and has a tally of 
7 national awards as the Best Female 
Playback Singer, and the coveted Padma 
Shri. Today, Chitra has lent her voice 
to over 25,000 songs across various 
genres, and has earned fond titles such 
as ‘Nightingale of South India’, ‘Chinna 
Kuyil’ in Tamil Nadu, ‘Vanambadi’ in 
Kerala and many more.

In recognition of her honourable 
commitment to the school of Indian 
music, JFW is delighted to present to her 
the Excellence in Music Award.

EXCELLENCE IN MUSIC

The Inimitable Voice
K.S. CHITHRA

K S Chithra is a name synonymous  
to the world of Indian playback music. 
Born into a musically gifted family,  
the art was always in her blood and  
in her destiny. 

MY HUSBAND HAS BEEN MY PILLAR OF SUPPORT 
FOREVER. I WOULD BE PARANOID AND SCARED TO VISIT A 
STUDIO ALONE AND HENCE, HE DECIDED TO ACCOMPANY 
ME TO THE STUDIO UNTIL TODAY. I AM AND WILL ALWAYS 
BE THANKFUL TO HIM FOR BELIEVING IN ME, SUPPORTING 
ME AND AIDING ME IN MY LADDER TO SUCCESS
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She sought out her own opportunities 
to pursue the art, and became an eager 
disciple under the tutelage of K P Kittappa, 
who remained her guru for 15 years. Her 
debut performance in 1983 launched her 
as an artiste, and her journey since then 
has taken her to worldwide platforms. 
Narthaki pressed forward on her  
academic path as well, earning herself 
an honorary doctorate from the Periyar 
Maniammai University. Besides being a 
deserving Padma Shri recipient, she has 
been granted distinctive honours such 
as the Sangeet Natak Akademi Puraskar 
Award from the President of India, the 
title of Nrithya Choodamani, and the 
Kalaimamani title from the government  
of Tamil Nadu, among other accolades. 

For her undying devotion towards the 
love of traditional dance forms, we  
proudly present Narthaki with the  
JFW Award for Excellence in  
Performing Arts. 

EXCELLENCE IN PERFORMING ARTS

Shattering Stereotypes
NARTHAKI NATARAJ

For Narthaki, her love for 
Bharatanatyam became her life right 
from her childhood.

I HAVE ALWAYS LOOKED UP TO JFW. THE WAY THEY 
HONOUR WOMEN FROM VARIOUS FIELDS HEARTENS ME 
TO KNOW THAT WOMEN FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE ARE 
APPRECIATED WHEN THEY SET THEIR MINDS TO HARD 
WORK AND ACHIEVING GREAT HEIGHTS. 
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ADVERTISER'S FEATURE

Affordable Fashion
   at its best !

ABOUT FASHOR
Fashor is a leading fashion brand 

known for its trendy designer styles. 
The brand brings to you the latest 
and best-in-style clothing designed 
by a talented team of designers 
from across India. It launches over 
300 unique styles every month on 
its site www.fashor.com, catering 
to a wide variety of fashion tastes. 
Their collection is a mix of wardrobe 
staples, casual wear and occasion 
wear.

WHAT WE LOVE
Fashor’s designing team sketch the 

latest trends into designs and styles 
that stand a class apart. With new, 
gorgeous designs being launched 
every single day, they offer you 
plenty of options to stay ahead on 
the style road. As per the current 
trends, we found chic dresses, smart 
jacket style kurtas, kurta sharara 
sets, dhoti sets and many more 
fashionable styles!

PRICING
Fashor’s pricing makes it a fashion 

haven for every lady! Their pocket 
friendly pricing ensures the smile 
on your face gets even bigger, with 
collection priced from `700 to 
`2,000. They offer a great shopping 
experience on their site & app, and 
ship to customers across the country. 

Shop online
@ www.fashor.com
or from the Fashor App.
Store located at
104 Harrington Road, (Next to Envy 
Me), Chetpet, Chennai - 31
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The Things We Do
We all do things to keep those we love close to us in our 

memories. And sometimes we like to have some external 
sign of that. I am no different. Except, what I did was not 

what Indian kids usually do in memory of their father.

I got a memorial bench installed 
for him in the park where we used 
to walk when he visited me. I 
remember how, during one of our 
walks, he pointed at a bench with 

an inscription and asked me about it. 
When I told him it was something people 
did in memory of their loved ones, he 
said “What a nice idea!”

I wrote about Appa’s bench a year ago. 
(I pause here because it reminds me how 
long it has been since we lost him. I tamp 
down on the memories and I continue). 
I recall his voice saying, “The show must 
go on.” After all, that was his approach 
when he lost his mum and my uncle was 
filming on location. When asked whether 
he should stop the shoot and come home, 

I believe Appa told him to finish the 
shoot and come because she was already 
gone and, “The show must go on.” 

He exhibited the same resilience when 
it was time for Amma’s cremation and  
he was in hospital with an angina attack. 
He said “This is my duty. I have to go,” 
and he did. A wonderful man who  
taught me more about love and  
honour than I realised.

So it was only fitting that I have an 
external sign of my gratitude. The bench 
has been my go-to place in moments 
of sadness. I would sit there for a few 
seconds and oddly I would find it 
difficult to concentrate on what I was 
complaining about. But I would lean 
against the words: “A quiet place to sit 
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me that would dissolve when I saw the 
bench. I didn’t examine it too closely. 

It was a lovely sunny day when 
I decided to go to the park. As I 
approached the bench, my heart sank. 
Someone had taken a sharp instrument 
and scored over the lettering. They had 
carved out the F-word on the wood. I 
came up short.

I felt an initial rush of hurt and anger. 
Why would someone attack Appa’s 
bench? And then that knot of discomfort 
I felt every time I came to the bench 
unraveled itself into a thought. 

It was only a matter of time before 
the bench was vandalized. I took a deep 
breath and the same voice reminded 
me – who would want to destroy 
such beautiful words? Just like you 
appreciated the loving heart behind the 
flowers that were arranged on the bench, 

you should pity the person who displayed 
such anger and venom towards this. 
Wasn’t it obvious that they had neither 
love nor guidance in their lives? And 
wasn’t that enough justification for them 
to destroy something that reminded 
them of what they did not have?

I felt the change within me as I 
distanced myself from the event. This 
was not about Appa’s bench. It was not 
about me. It was about someone who was 
lost. With that, my usual logical approach 
stepped in.

I wondered if I should get sandpaper 
and sand the bench down. After all those 
hours in the workshop during my first 
year in college, it was a fairly simple 
thing for me to do. But the same voice 
reminded me: this was not my property. 
It was the Council’s and for me to go sand 
it down without their permission made 
me no different than the vandal.

So I took a picture of the bench and 
went home and emailed them asking if I 
could go sand the bench down to remove 
the obscenity. I was so surprised to get a 
prompt response.

The lady who had worked with me 
over the 6 months to install the bench 
wrote back saying they were sorry it had 
happened and that they would send a 
team out to re-stain the bench. I was so 
grateful for the kindness not to mention 
the professional attitude. I mean, 
they have enough work to do without 
responding to a daughter’s complaint 
about her father’s memorial bench!

A few days later I got another email 
saying they have removed the slat that 
was damaged and that she would let 
me know once it was back. And today 
I got an email saying the slat had been 
replaced, along with a picture of the 
bench. A line in her email caught my 
attention and held it: “Over time, the 
difference in colour will blend.” To my 
whimsical mind, it felt like an allusion to 
the way time works on loss.

Over time, our loss will blend into 
the fabric of our being, leaving behind 
wrinkles. And those wrinkles remind us 
of all the things we do to keep those we 
love close to us in our memories.  

Connect with Anu Hasan. Send in your suggestions and feedback at  
www.facebook.com/anuhasan.india or mail her at anufbpage@gmail.com

and remember the love and guidance... 
Until we meet again,” and somehow I 
would find my solace.

But it isn’t only in sad moments that 
I have been there. Sometimes I would 
just go to see the bench and feel happy 
that someone was using it. I remember 
one day I went there with my childhood 
friend, someone had arranged wild 
flowers beautifully all over the bench. 
It was the most lovely and unexpected 
gesture from a stranger. And I thought, 
‘What a delightfully beautiful heart!’

That said, every time I went I would 
have a little knot of discomfort inside 

I WOULD SIT THERE FOR A 
FEW SECONDS AND  

ODDLY I WOULD FIND IT 
DIFFICULT TO CONCENTRATE 
ON WHAT I WAS COMPLAINING 
ABOUT. BUT I WOULD LEAN 
AGAINST THE WORDS: “A QUIET 
PLACE TO SIT AND REMEMBER 
THE LOVE AND GUIDANCE... UNTIL 
WE MEET AGAIN,” AND SOMEHOW  
I WOULD FIND MY SOLACE.
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FASHION | Trend Alert

We have our heart set on all things frilled and flared. Fluid vibes find 
their voice in these beloved 80’s ruffles, poised to kick up some drama. 
After their role as mainstay on the red carpets and Met, ruffles have 
trickled down to everyday wear and cocktail dresses.  Hard to believe?  
We have this year’s most exciting collaboration, Giambattista Valli X 
H&M, to rest our case on ruffles for everyone. 

FRILL SEEKER

Rainbow ruffle 
gown by Viktor 

& Rolf

One-Shoulder 
Ombré Tulle 
and Organza 
Midi Dress by 

Marchesa

#STYLE TIP

RUFFLE
THROUGH

Red ruffled 
saree with belt 

by Ridhi Mehra

Purple 
rainbow ruffle 
cocktail gown 
by Victor Rolf

Samantha in 
Shilpa Reddy 

Couture

Ruffles were worn by 
both men and women 
of high standing, from 

William Shakespeare to 
Queen Elizabeth I. 

 Today, ruffles are not
only a part of haute

couture but also
extensively celebrated

in Indian couture, 
fusion and ready-to-
wear design houses. 

As a rule, there should 
be only one element 
of ruffle, either on 
a blouse or a skirt. 

Ruffles should not be 
overdone as it adds 

volume to a garment. 
Accessorizing also can 

be kept minimal.

SHILPA 
REDDY IS AN 
ENTREPRENEUR 
AND FASHION 
DESIGNER 
BASED IN 
HYDERABAD
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Pink tiered 
ruffle strapless 
tulle gown by 

Marchesa

Loren 
earrings by 

Slantt

Metallic Ruffle 
Headband 

by Suzanne 
Harward

Polka-dot ruffle 
pumps by 

Midnight 00

Orange bow 
embellished silk 
organza gown 
by Marchesa

Ruffled silk 
crepe de Chine 
blouse by Peter 

Pilotto

Pink flared 
tulle dress  by 
Giambattista 
Valli x H&M

Relief high-rise 
ruffled lamé trousers 

by Paula Knorr

Pista green ruffle 
embroidered gown saree 

by Sonaakshi Raaj
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P A R T Y  I N 
SPECIALS
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P A R T Y  I N 
Panache, élan, flamboyant, glitzy and glam – just a few of the 
adjectives to describe some over-the-top parties around the 
world.  Preethi Shanker gives us a few pointers on how to 
make your next party the talk of the town.

S T Y L E !

Nothing announces an 
over-the-top party like a 
unique never-done-before 
type invitation. A matchless 
idea would be to hire a small 
quartet to sing the invitation 
personally for all your guests 
Wouldn’t that be memorable? 
The key to keeping your 
invitations glamorous without 
being flashy is to go distinct, 
but classy. Your invitation 
should pique their intrigue 
and be a way to ensure footfall 
for your extravagant bash. 
Think of a wow factor and let 
the invitation be a precursor 
to the actual bash. Remember 
Lakshmi Mittal’s invitation to 
his daughter’s wedding –  

SUMMON
IN STYLE

What would make your 
party a cut above the 
rest? Splurge on that 

one standout item - hire 
a mentalist to dazzle 
your guests with his 

mind-reading prowess 
or engage a silhouette 

cutout artist to do a 
portrait of every guest.

Follow in the footsteps 
of famous celebrities 

and present your guests 
with an engraved clock 
like Nicole Kidman and 
Keith Urban who spent 
more than $80,000 in 
giving a $350 Tiffany 

Clock to all their guests. 
Celebrity performances 

have become so 
common now. Why not 

get an international 
celebrity chef to cater 
the event and socialize 

with all the guests at  
the party.

THE OOMPH 
FACTOR!

a silver invitation 20 pages 
long. Now who in their right 
minds wouldn’t want to 
attend that event?

ULTIMATE OTT

Hire mermaids to grace 
the pool serving guests their 
personalised cocktails in 
the water and have unicorns 
(ponies) roaming freely to give 
your party a whimsical mood. 

From Top:  With Beauty and the Beast as their wedding theme, vintage 
scroll invites were done for Serena Williams And Alexis Ohanian's wedding
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Everything from your 
child’s first birthday to 
her pre school graduation 
to her actual wedding 
day is turning into a 
big production in itself. 
Today, anyone can throw 
a larger-than-life party. 
You now have all the 
ingredients and you don’t 
even need to wait for a 
special occasion. Today is 
Thursday – that’s reason 
enough. What are you 
waiting for? Don’t you 
have a party to throw?

Take cues from life-size or 
better yet, go bigger and have 
larger-than-life installations. 
Stick to the theme and 
transform the entire space into 
something your guests would 
have never seen before. If 
you are doing a circus theme, 
hire a fantastic Cirque De 
Soleil act and make that the 
talk of the party. Remember, 
your centrepiece is no 
longer a tall vase with long 
stemmed flowers anymore. 
To really knock it out of the 
park, you need to keep up 
with the trend. Have a mime 
artist as the centrepiece, or 
even a live interactive art 
installation, build a giant 
bunny out of flowers, have a 
working carousel… let your 
imagination run wild. After all, 
that is the motto of throwing a 
party loaded with élan. 

U LT I M AT E OT T

Hire mermaids to grace 
the pool serving guests their 
personalised cocktails in 
the water and have unicorns 
(ponies) roaming freely to give 
your party a whimsical mood. 

FUN IS WHERE
THE DECOR IS

Take a page from model 
Naomi Campbell’s book and 
head to the most posh of 
locations, because nothing 
screams luxury like throwing 
your 36th birthday shindig 
at the Burj Al Arab Hotel in 
Dubai. With different themes 
each day including, all white, 
Hip Hop and Brazilian Samba, 
Campbell is said to have 
shelled out a whopping $1.8 
million just for this three-day 
affair. Having a theme is one 
of the basic steps in the lower 
rungs of the party-planning 
ladder. A theme sets the 
tone for the entire party and 
ensures that the guests are 
all thinking long and hard 
about what to wear and how 
to entice. Make the venue one 
of a kind again and in keeping 
with the theme too.

One of the front-runners for 
party themes in the current 
season is the Sherlock Holmes 
Crime Party. Everything is so 
over the top, where the guests 
are either requested to arrive 
in costume, or personalised 
costumes are provided and the 
game is played with utmost 
seriousness. Imagine a real 
life Cluedo where you are 
Miss Scarlet and someone has 
killed Colonel Mustard with a 
Candlestick in the study.

ULTIMATE OTT

‘Gatsby’ - just the name 
exudes extravagance. Get your 
bow ties and flapper dresses 
ready and transport your 
guests to the 1920’s.

THE
WHERE-WHEN-HOW!

From Top:  Jennifer Lopez 
celebrates her 50th birthday with 
a Miami bash; Clue themed party 
decor; Naomi Campbell celebrates 
her 45th in style. 



CAKE
Costing a mammoth $75 

million, this decadent 
cake was created 

by British designer, 
Debbie Wingham. The 

cake was a six-foot 
long interpretation 
of a fashion show, 

weighing nearly 1000 
lbs and took more than 

1100 hours to make. 
The cake has 4,000 

diamonds, including a 
5.2-carat pink diamond, 

a 6.4-carat yellow 
diamond and 15 5-carat 
white diamonds. Those 

17 stones alone were 
worth more than  

$45 million.

CENTREPIEC E 
An edible model of a 

Ferrari F1 made entirely 
of Belgian Chocolate 

(4405 pounds) for a party 
thrown by the Scuderia 

Ferrari Club. The 
chocolate marvel cost 

$23,500 and was broken 
up after the event, so 
the guests could each 
take home a piece as a 

party favour.

$ 10 0  M I LLI ON 
The Big Fat Indian Ambani 
wedding was a week-long 
party estimated to have 
cost $100 million and 
this included a private 
performance by Queen B 
herself, Beyoncé.

$ 27.2 M I LLI ON
Another indulgent party 
was the Sultan of Brunei’s 
50th birthday, where he 
entertained his guests with a 
$16 million Michael Jackson 
concert way back in 1996. 
With free-flowing champagne 
and caviar, the entire do came 
up to $27.2 million.

$ 10  M I LLI ON
A businessman spent close to 
$10 million for his daughter’s 
13th birthday where celebrity 
performances included Stevie 
Nicks, Aerosmith, Ciara and 
50 Cent.

MOST  OTT OF 
T HEM ALL!

$7 MIL L IO N 
The Rolling Stones have 
performed at a celebration  
at a cost of $7 million for  
an hour.

$6  MIL L IO N
The Eagles were paid 
$6 million just to play 
“Hotel California” at  
a private event in 
New York City.  

CELEBRITY
PERFORMANCES

From Top:   
Baraat arrive 
at Isha Ambani 
wedding; Sultan  
of Brunei; Beyonce 
performing at 
Isha Ambani's 
pre-wedding 
celebrations;  
The Rolling  
stones in concert.



HOME | Smart Buys

MIX AND MATCH!
If you prefer crisp white walls, muted color palates, and understated décor, look away. Instead of 

perfectly matching styles and décor elements, imbibe the freedom that comes with mixing and matching 
fabrics, patterns, textures, unlikely color combinations and furniture styles. Show off your personal 

taste, hobbies, and lifestyle, without giving the ‘rules of decorating’ a second thought!

Although neons can be 
a bit scary for a nov ice, 
why not give your space 

a pop of color by adding some neon accents!

1.

2.

3.

4.

12.

7.

9.

8.

1. Vineyard bloom pendant lamp by The Purple Turtles; 2. Vogue ceiling light by Bent Chair; 3. Floral auto trip shape cushion by Chumbak; 4. Sun face round cushion 
cover by Chumbak; 5. Shruthi Venkataraman's macchiwali by Kulture Shop; 6. Surabhi wooden decorative plate by The Purple Turtles; 7. Recycled decorative bird by The 

Wishing Chair; 8. Talk of the town by Nippon Paint; 9. Shocking yellow by Nippon Paint; 10. Pupper hero 2 by Bent Chair ; 11. Atul solid wood hand-painted pitara box by 
Mudramark ; 12. Fiona upholstered accent chair by Bohemiana

10.

11.

6.

5.
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FOOD | On Your Platter
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Recipes and Photographs by Teenu Terrence
Kerala-based food blogger, Teenu Terrence founded her 
brand 'Letsstalkfood' over three years ago with the intent to 
discover fantastic food entrepreneurs and food movements. 
'Letsstalkfood' has ventured into content curation and 
management as well as food styling and photography. 

1 kodappan
1 onion, large
2 green chillies- 2
1 tsp turmeric ( ½ for the 

turmeric water and 
½ for the curry)
water ( enough to 
prepare the turmeric

This delicious stir-fry is so 
nutritious! Chock-full of 
vitamins, proteins, minerals 
and fibre, banana flowers aid in 
lowering cholesterol levels and 
blood pressure among other 
astounding benefits. 

Kodappan or 
Banana Flower 
Thoran

WHAT YOU NEED HOW TO MAKE
1. Remove the outer layers of 
the banana flower and use only 
the yellow core.
2. Prepare a mixture of water 
and turmeric powder.
3. Dice the core finely and add 
into the turmeric water to aid 
in removing staining agents.

4. Dice the onion and chillies.
5. Remove the banana flower 
from the turmeric water, wash 
and drain.
6. Mix the diced onion, banana 
flower, turmeric and chillies with 
salt and keep aside.
7. Sauté from urad dal in oil  
until it turns light brown.
8. Sputter some mustard seeds 
and sauté some dried red 
chillies, curry leaves and shallots.
9. Add the diced banana  
flower into the sautéed spices 
and shallots.
10. Mix well and cook covered 
on high flame.
11. Remove the lid after a 
minute or two, add salt to taste 
and stir fry until all the excess 
water evaporates.

water and soak the 
banana flower)
salt to taste

For tempering
1/4 tsp mustard seeds
2 dried red chillies
1 stalk curry leaves
5 shallots
1/4 tsp urad dal

oil as required

Time to bring out the plantain leaves,  
because the ultimate Keralite feast is here!
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1. Cut the okra and green 
chillies into thin circles.
2. Add turmeric and salt to 
the okra and chillies, mix well 
and keep aside.
3. Add the powdered sugar 
into the set curd and mix to 
combine.
4. Fry the okra and chillies in  
oil until crisp and golden 
brown. Ensure that the okra 
does not burn.
5. Spoon the fried okra into 
the curd and mix well.
6. Temper red chillies and 
curry leaves in oil and pour 
over the okra and curd.  

HOW TO MAKE

A lip-smacking combination of 
crunchy fried okra and sweet curd. 

Okra Sweet 
Pachadi

1 cup set curd
200 gms okra
1/4 tsp turmeric
2 tbsp powdered sugar (or 

as per taste)
2 green chillies

oil as required
salt to taste 

For the coconut paste
2 dried red chillies 
1 stalk curry leaves

WHAT YOU NEED

1. Separate the spinach stalks 
and leaves as both elements 
have different cooking times.
2. Chop up the leaves and 
stalks and keep aside in 
separate bowls.
3. Roughly grind shallots, curry 
leaves, green chillies, coconut 
and cumin seeds in the grinder.
4. Sauté urad dal, mustard 
seeds, red chillies, curry leaves 
and diced onion in oil.
5. Add the ground coconut 
mixture into the sautéed spices 
and stir.
6. Add the chopped stalks, a 
little salt and cook covered till 
tender, on a low flame.
7. Add the leaves and mix well 
to combine.
8. Once the leaves wilt, 
transfer onto a serving plate.

HOW TO MAKECheera or 
Spinach Thoran

1 bunch spinach
1 onion, large (diced)
A pinch turmeric

oil as required
salt to taste 

For the coconut paste
1/2 coconut, grated
A pinch cumin seeds
3 green chillies
1 stalk curry leaves
3 shallots

For the tempering:
1 stalk curry leaves
2 dried red chillies
1/4 tsp mustard seeds
1/4 tsp urad dal

WHAT YOU NEED
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1. Wash the cowpeas well and 
pressure cook for 4 whistles.
2. Open the cooker and add 
the cubed pumpkin and 2 of 
the green chillies.
3. After one whistle, 
immediately let out the steam 
so that the pumpkin remains 
soft, yet chunky. Let sit covered 
on low heat.
4. Prepare the coconut mixture 
in a grinder by adding half 
of the grated coconut, the 
remaining green chillies, curry 
leaves, shallots, cumin seeds 
and a pinch of turmeric. Grind 

HOW TO MAKE

500 gms pumpkin, ripe 
(cubed) 

250 gms cowpeas 
2 pieces jaggery, small ( melt 

in water and keep 
ready for use - be 
careful to avoid the 
dregs while pouring 
the jaggery in)

oil as required
salt to taste 

Chunks of ripe pumpkin, soft 
cowpeas and toasty coconut  
are the stars in this simple  
yet delectable and nutritious 
Onam staple. 

Erissery

WHAT YOU NEED

till a smooth paste is achieved. 
5. Open the pressure and add 
this mixture into the pumpkin 
and cowpeas. 
6. Add salt and jaggery 
according to taste.

7. Into a kadai, add the 
remaining coconut and dry-fry 
until it turns a golden brown. 
Add into the pressure cooker. 
The coconut adds a lovely 
texture to the curry. Stir to 

combine and switch off the 
stove.
8. Temper some mustard seeds, 
curry leaves, shallots and dried 
red chillies in some oil and pour 
atop the curry. Serve hot.  

For the coconut paste:
1 coconut, small 

(grated) - use half for 
the paste and half 
for dry fry*

4-5 green chillies
Handful shallots
2 stalks curry leaves 
1/2 tsp cumin seeds 
A pinch turmeric powder

For tempering and garnish:
3 red chillies
1 stalk curry leaves
1/2 tsp mustard seeds

coconut (grated)*
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G
olden Dragon, the 
signature Sichuan & 
Cantonese cuisine 
restaurant at Taj 
Coromandel, has been 

known for its most-authentic dining 
experience and is a favourite amongst 
gourmands. Specially curated by 
Master Chef Lian Yun Lei, his finesse 
in presenting simple, traditional food, 

while reinventing some delicacies with 
his unique interpretations can be seen in 
the aromatic crispy spinach with toffee 
cashewnut and the much-loved steamed 
Okra with soya garlic (This Al Dente okra 
is steamed to perfection and drizzled 
with Chinese light soya and garlic).

Savour other classics like the North 
Atlantic Steamed Scallop with Pickle 
Chilli; Aromatic crispy duck (Duck 
marinated with Chinese Wine, Ginger & 
Spring onions, fried and flavoured with 
Sichuan Pepper Corn); Char siu pork 
in chef Lian’s style (Honey and soya are 
added to the pork belly, and the slow 
cooking renders the meat extremely 
tender); Spicy mahti chicken (Spicy 
sesame flavoured chicken); and the 
delicious and popular preparation in 
Chinese cuisine, Qiling fish with Sichuan 
Toban djan sauce. 

For sheer dim-sum pleasures for 
non-vegetarians, go for the Pork xio long 
bao, a soupy dimsum where pork meat 
and soup is encased in the dimsum, 
while Duo of Asparagus is a must for 
vegetarians.

Golden Dragon, Taj Coromandel  |  
For further information please call  
+91 44 66002827 

From exotic dim sums to unique seafood delicacies, the new menu at Golden
Dragon, Taj Coromandel promises a breathtaking spread. The ingredients reflect
an even greater variety of fresh Sichuan flavours with authentic and traditional
recipes from the deep roots of China: the proof is in the special dips like their Jinglin
and Lajiu sauces.

Curated
		  with Flair

FOR SHEER DIM-SUM PLEASURES FOR NON-
VEGETARIANS, GO FOR THE PORK XIO LONG BAO, A 
SOUPY DIMSUM WHERE PORK MEAT AND SOUP IS 
ENCASED IN THE DIMSUM, WHILE DUO OF ASPARAGUS 
IS A MUST FOR VEGETARIANS.

FOOD REVIEW
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TRAVEL | Wanderlust

THE 
EXCELSIOR 
CHECK-IN

L I V E  T H E  P R E S I D E N T I A L  L I F E  I N  T H E S E  R I T Z Y  M A N S I O N S .
H E R E ’ S  T H E  U L T I M A T E  G L O B A L  I N D E X  O F  L U X U R Y  S U I T E S .

B Y  S R U T H I  R AV I N D E R
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Backpacking 
through 
Europe, 
checking in to 
charming little 

hostels, savouring street food 
– humble adventures have 
their perks, for sure. But these 
gems right here, are a glimpse 
into another world altogether. 
Take a peek into the palatial 
wonders under the roofs of 
the most expensive suites 
across the world. They’ll each 
set you back a few ‘ka-ching’s, 
but YOLO, right?

Located amid lush green 
forests in a village called 
Keliki, in Bali, Capella Ubud 
is a Dutch-style tented camp. 
Resort designer Bill Bensley 
was inspired by the first 
European settlers in Bali, 
who arrived in the 1800s. The 
decor represents an eclectic 
mix of mountain chalet, 
hunting lodge and traditional 
Balinese home. With dimpled 
hand-made teak floors, 
traditional Balinese patterned 
hand-carved doors, each of 
the 23 tent-style retreats are 
decorated according to a 
theme. Not to mention each 
of the villas comes with a 
private saltwater plunge pool 
and a large outdoor deck 
with vantage views of the 
surroundings. Whichever villa 
you choose you’ll probably 
spend the most of your first 
day just soaking up the view.
Price per night: Starting from 
INR 1 lakh

CAPELLA UBUD, 
BALI

INDONESIA

All of the tents feature 
private plunge pools 
and decks, which make 
the perfect spot to 
take in the greenery of 
the rainforest.
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Stayed in by the likes of 
Michael Jackson, Richard 
Branson, Rihanna and Bill 
Gates, the Penthouse Suite 
at Hotel President Wilson 
in Geneva, Switzerland, is 
renowned as one of the biggest 
suites in the world. Along with 
world-class amenities, it also 
has extravagant features like 
a panic button, bulletproof 
glass, Steinway grand piano 
and the works.
Price per night: Starting from 
INR 55 lakhs

ROYAL PENTHOUSE, 
HOTEL PRESIDENT 
WILSON IN GENEVA

SWITZERLAND

The wraparound 
terrace comes 
complete with 
a telescope for 
stargazing on  
clear nights.

The Aurora Borealis is one 
among nature’s best wonders. 
Hotel Kakslauttanen, located 
in the wilderness near 
Finland’s Urho Kekkonen 
has built an igloo village to 
experience the northern lights 
at its best. The hotel has built 
20 glass igloos within the park, 
with each just large enough to 
accommodate two people. This 
experience that doesn’t exactly 
burn a hole through your 
pocket and a reasonable item 
on the bucket list.  
Price per night: Starting from 
INR 14,000

KAKSLAUTTANEN 
RESORT

FINLAND
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Four-poster bed, 
velvets, and framed 
ceilings; everything 
is richly ornamented, 
from frescoes 
to furniture and 
sculptures. 

If art is your thing then Villa 
de Stephen, The 13, is your cup 
of tea. Situated in the southern 
Chinese city of Macau, the 
hotel’s whole interior was 
inspired by Baroque. Each 
room features its private 
elevator lobby, butler service, 
and marble Roman bath 
with enough space for up to 
eight guests, all decorated 
in grandiose Baroque style, 
with stained-glass windows, 
neoclassical columns and 
crystal chandeliers. 
Price on Request

VILLA DE STEPHEN,
THE 13

CHINA

Located on the hotel’s 50th 
floor it has the best view of 
the city. What do we love the 
most about this suite? It comes 
with personalised styling 
from Christian Dior. With a 
bedroom-size closet housing a 
hand-selected wardrobe and 
accessories from the designer’s 
current collection, the closet 
might as well be a private Dior 
showroom. Dior’s stylists, 
seamstresses, and makeup 
artists are all on call, and can 
be summoned at will!
Price per night: Starting from 
INR 25 lakhs

SUITE 5000,  
MANDARIN ORIENTAL 
NEW YORK

USA
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Situated on the Lake Pichola, 
the Taj Lake Palace is a 
majestic floating palace of 
mosaic and white marble. 
Among opulent suites and 
richly furnished rooms, the 
Taj Lake Palace offers its 
Shambhu Prakash Suite. 
Bill Gates, Angelina Jolie, 
Brad Pitt and Nicole Kidman 
have all stayed in this suite 
during their visits to India. 
The vibrant colour scheme 
and the high arches make the 
Shambhu Prakash an iconic 
mainstay as far as suites go. 
One among the most sought 
after palaces in India, it is 
known worldwide for its  
most stunning structures  
that beautifully showcase the  
royal heritage.
Price per night: Starting from 
INR 10 lakhs

SHAMBHU 
PRAKASH SUITE AT 
TAJ LAKE PALACE, 
UDAIPUR 

INDIA

Do you want to dine, sleep 
and chill in the deep sea? 
The Lover’s Deep Luxury 
Submarine is the world’s  
most expensive hotel that is 
located in the coastal reef off 
the coast of St. Lucia. Live a 
luxurious mermaid’s life and 
get an underwater view of  
the entire marine world 
and every possible amenity 
including a chef, a personal 
butler and more. 
Price per night: Starting from 
INR 1 crore   

LOVER’S 
DEEP LUXURY 
SUBMARINE, ST. 
LUCIA

CARIBBEAN

It is named after the 
Maharana Shambhu 
Singh who was  
known for his 
progressive reforms 
and welfare measures
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Vishal's Fiance Anisha Alla opens 
up about her break up!

#1 She is fierce, she is 
fiesty and she is 23 only! 
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VERDICT: Prabhas is definitely a 
visual treat but not at the cost of  
lousy narration.
RATING: 

than-life set, a huge star cast and a lot 
more to look out for. Even with these 
odds in his favour however, Sujeeth still 
fails to engage the audience.

Prabhas is truly the only saving 
grace of this action-drama film. Since 
‘Bahubali’, Prabhas has undoubtedly 
been enjoying an enormous onscreen 
presence. He is a visual treat here 
too, and his role in this film has been 
layered well, but the storyline has 
not done justice to this exceptional 
star when he can be seen giving his 
everything to make it work. On the 
other hand, Shraddha Kapoor’s role is 
not what the trailer promised. She is 
a well-dressed cop who, like any other 
actress, needs to be saved by the hero. 
Directors have moved way ahead in 
writing better women characters and 
we still seem to be stuck back in time 
with this film. 

The antagonists are many, but actor 
Chunky Pandey stands out from among 
them all. Having said that, despite 
reasonable screenspace provided to 
them, actors Neil Nithin Mukesh, 
Shraddha Kapoor, Chunkey Pandey, 
Mandhira Bedi to name a few, hardly 
register in the minds of the audience. 
The storyline has way too many twists 
that seem to have been tossed in there 
for the sake of it and feels too tiring. It 
is not the lack of logic we blame; but 
the action sequences need to stay crisp 
and sharp for an entertainer like this. 
Action frames have been remarkably 
shot in terms of cinematography, yet 
feel exhausting with a more exhausting 
narrative. 

Unfortunately these action sequences 
and unnecessary twists take up most of 
the screentime making us wonder when 
the film would even end. What a waste 
of talent, time and energy. We would be 
happier if we get to see Prabhas and his 
great effort gets used efficiently. 

SAAHO
BIG BUDGET FILMS NEED NOT HAVE GOOD STORIES

DIRECTOR: Sujeeth
CAST: Prabhas, Shraddha Kapoor, 
Chunkey Pandey, Neil Nithin 
Mukesh, Mandira Bedi, Tinnu 
Anand, Arun Vijay, Jackie Shroff, 
Mahesh Manjrekar

MOVIE REVIEW

Prabhas established himself through 
the magnum opus ‘Bahubali ‘and ever 
since, many directors have been trying to 
rope him for their big budget films. What 
one forgets is that every big budget film 
need not necessarily have a good story 
and turn out to be a big hit. One such fine 
example is Saaho: the movie has a larger-
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VERDICT: The haunting truth depicted 
by full-bodied performances. Not to  
be missed.
RATING: 

of a politician on his head with a bottle 
and escapes with her two other friends 
Fami (Abhirami) and Andrea. The girls 
then face a series of threats from the boys 
including the abduction and molestation 
of Meera. That is when lawyer Bharath 
Subramaniam (Ajith) steps in to help the 
girls put across the importance of a simple 
yet powerful word – NO.

Definitely one of the most important 
topics to discuss in our society today, the 
message of ‘NO just means NO’ strongly 
resounds in this narrative. H. Vinoth too 
has managed to give a remake as  
powerful as the original, Bollywood’s 
‘PINK’. Also, to the Tamil audience, this 
is a sensitive issue which no director has 
dared to touch upon.

Vinoth further explores through mere 
frames the importance of a woman’s 
freedom. He also questions the character 
assassination of a “modern woman” who 
chooses to drink, smoke, and laugh and 
makes friends with men. The talented 
cinematographer Nirav Shah packs each 
frame with moving and deeply reflective 
moments. The screenplay beautifully paces 
as the impactful courtroom drama begins.

Ajith as Bharath Subramaniam is an 
unsurprising winner. With his impeccable 
dialogue delivery during the court room 
scenes, he manages to relay a crucial 
message to an audience who has not-
so-frequently exposed to something as 
imperative as consent. A fight scene joins 
this version but it does not distract the 
storyline. Yuvan’s background score adds 
to the pace of the film.

Shraddha Srinath manages to deliver 
a decent performance, but Abhirami 
performs exceedingly well as Fami. 
Rangaraj Pandey as Lawyer Subramanian 
lends a substantial performance too and 
the audience would enjoy watching his 
argumentative self come alive in this 
character. Andrea and Arjun do justice  
to their parts as well.

Both Vinoth and Ajith earn a salute 
each for taking up a sensitive issue to 
deliver a message that actually matters  
to our society today. 

NERKONDA PARVAI
FOR ONCE, A REMAKE DOES JUSTICE

DIRECTOR: H. Vinoth
CAST:  Ajith Kumar, Shraddha 
Srinath, Abhirami, Andrea Tariang

MOVIE REVIEW

Three independent working women 
are living their best life when they come 
across three men at a music festival. 
Meera Krishnan (Shraddha Srinath) hits 
Aadvik (Arjun Chidambaram), the son 






